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Urban Resident Basic Pension Insurance Scheme:
An Evaluation on Three Models

Chan Wingkit Li Weijun
(Center for Chinese Public Administration and School
of Government , Sun Yat-sen University, China)

Abstract With the development and change of society and economy, and a widening
wealth gap, the issue of aging population has been witnessed as one of the biggest challenge
to contemporary China. To the impoverished elderly, poverty is a threat to their life. In
rural China, the new pension policy has been recently implemented. Meanwhile, a number
of mega cities have gradually established their own urban basic pension system. While there
is a unique model of pension scheme in rural China, the practice in its urban counterpart va-
ries from one city to another. This paper aims at comparing and evaluating different urban
basic pension schemes in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou, which are all pioneering cities
in the practice of this policy. It also provides suggestions on the pension reform and develop-
ment in the urban area.

Key words poverty of old-age, aging population, basic pillar, urban Resident basic

pension
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